1 advanced the view that eclamptic toxaemia was a manifestation of a generalised spasmodic vaso-constriction of the smaller arterioles and capillaries, and claimed that all the clinical and pathological findings could be explained on this basis. Volhard's work was of fundamental importance, and it may be said at once that his observations have since been substantially confirmed and amplified by the observations of numerous writers2' 3> 4 The existence of a widespread angio-spasm in toxaemia, which may be inferred from these observations, is capable of more direct demonstration by examination of the eye-grounds, in which spasmodic contraction of the retinal blood vessels is a common feature,12 and by the detection by the capillary microscope of similar changes in the capillaries at the base of the finger nails.
A generalised vaso-constriction of this kind appears to offer a satisfying explanation of the sequence in which the symptoms 210 of toxaemia appear and of their nature, and is also in accord with the finding that where after-effects persist the residual lesion is essentially vascular in character. 
